
 

Do not forget to tell them… 

The acronym RESPECT was developed as an easy 

guide for healthcare providers when talking with 

patients about the importance of understanding, 

taking, and storing their prescription medications 

properly.  As part of the Respect the Rx 

prescription safety campaign, this tool is meant to 

assist in promoting patient education and 

awareness of the potential dangers that can occur 

from improper use of prescription medications and 

to help improve medication treatment adherence 

and outcomes.  For more information about this 

safety campaign, please visit 

go.osu.edu/RespectTheRx. 
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RESPECT The Rx 

R– Reason: reason the medication is being 
prescribed (condition) 

E – Explain usage: dosing (scheduled or as needed), 
restrictions with food/alcohol/other 
medications 

S – Symptoms: when is it appropriate to take this 
medication (e.g., 1-10 scale, pain severity) 

P – Practitioners: importance of using 1 pharmacy 
and communicating to other prescribers 

E – Expected Effects: caution with driving, operating 

machinery, etc. 

C – Concerns with controlled substances: addiction 
potential, abuse consequences 

T – Time to stop: tapering, proper disposal, storage 
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