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National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day talking points
These talking points are intended for use by Pharmacy Owners or Pharmacists who may receive media questions or have an opportunity to talk about Drug Take-Back on local media (i.e., radio, television, newspaper, etc.). 

National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day is INSERT EVENT DATE, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 
PHARMACY NAME is proud to host this important event. 

At: Pharmacy name and address

Hosting a Drug Take-Back Event is part of [Pharmacy’s] ongoing commitment to the health of our community. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this effort, we are partnering with Cardinal Health’s Opioid Action Program, which is helping to shine a light on the importance of drug take-back events, and Generation Rx, a program from the Cardinal Health Foundation and The Ohio State University College of Pharmacy that utilizes a multi-prong approach to fight prescription drug misuse.

Through drug take-back programs, [Pharmacy] is providing community members with a safe, easy, and anonymous way of getting rid of unused or expired prescription drugs.

National Drug Take-Back Day is supported by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and local law enforcement.

Proper medication disposal is one of the simplest and most effective ways for anyone to fight the epidemic of prescription drug misuse.

Almost 54% of the people who misuse prescription pain relievers get them from family or friends, according to the 2015 National Survey on Drug Use and Health.
 
Only about 11% of unused medication is properly disposed of, according to the Geisinger Center for Health Research.

Participating in Drug Take-Back Day lets you get any unused medicines out of your home. 

Americans turned in a record amount – XX tons – of prescription drugs at sites across the country in the previous Drug Take-Back Event this past INSERT DATE.	Comment by McKee, Kristen: This can be found here https://takebackday.dea.gov/

By hosting drug take-back events, we have the opportunity to not only properly dispose of unused and expired medications, but to also educate the community on the issue of prescription drug misuse.

Prevention education is vital in this fight against addiction and abuse.

Prescription medications can help us live longer and healthier lives. But any medication has the potential to cause harm when misused.

Many people mistakenly believe that experimenting with a prescription drug is safe—even if it was prescribed for someone else. In fact, every day, more than 5,700 Americans, ages 12 and older, misuse a prescription pain medicine for the first time, according to the National Survey on Drug Use and Health.

….and 27% of teenagers mistakenly believe that misusing and abusing prescription drugs is safer than using street drugs, according to survey results from The Partnership for Drug Free Kids and the MetLife Foundation.

I want to be sure that everyone in our community understands that misusing prescription drugs is dangerous.  

Participating in Drug Take-Back Day is an easy way for anyone to help prevent prescription drug misuse. 

And it’s a significant way we can all help protect family and friends.

I encourage everyone to clean out your medicine cabinet

And join us on INSERT DATE, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm:

Location Name and address
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